
DURHAM ARTS COUNCIL  

Durham Arts Council 
Creating a Vibrant Community Through The Arts! 

FY 2019 Overview  



DURHAM ARTS COUNCIL  

Durham Arts Council 
Has been the Major Provider of Arts Programs & Services for Artists and Arts 

Organizations, and the Public in Durham since 1954.  Is the official Local Arts 

Agency for Durham and also serves a broad 5-county region. 

 

1. DAC Serves the Public - Providing year-round 
arts programs and arts experiences to over 
400,000 people of all ages each year. 

 

2.  DAC Serves the Arts Sector ï Supports, 
showcases and employs arts organizations & 
artists. 2,000 artists, 300+ arts & cultural 
organizations served annually.  DAC provided 
$1.675 million to arts sector in FY19 through arts 
jobs, grants, facility space. 

 
3.   DAC Creates a Vibrant Community ï Creative 
Place-making & Public Art; Arts Advocacy, Arts-
driven Economic Impact, and Cultural Planning 

 

Mission:  Durham Arts Council, Inc. is a 

catalyst in the cultural development of Durham - it 

leads, inspires, and promotes excellence in and 

access to the creation, experience and active 

support of the arts for all the people of our 

community 



DURHAM ARTS COUNCIL  

Durham Arts Council Attracts Visitors 

& Residents to Downtown 
 

ÅAnnual Attendance to all  
DAC programs and events on-
site and off-site has grown 
168% in 16 years 

ÅFY2002:   160,416 

ÅFY2018:    429,260 

ÅFY2019:    413,234* 
Å FY2008 under renovations for 8 months 

* FY2012 Under renovations for 9 months 
* FY2019 ï CenterFest cancelled ï Hurricane Florence 
 

 
 

Including building visitors, festival 
attendance and other programs, 
DAC is the 4th largest visitor 
attraction in downtown Durham, 
delivering important economic 
impact and enhancing quality of 
life. 

 

0

50,000

100,000

150,000

200,000

250,000

300,000

350,000

400,000

450,000

2
0

0
2

2
0

0
4

2
0

0
6

2
0

0
8

2
0

1
0

2
0

1
2

2
0

1
4

2
0

1
7

2
0

1
9

Attendance

Growth



DURHAM ARTS COUNCIL  

Durham Arts Council  
Arts Create Major Economic Impact in Durham 

ÅBased on Arts & Economic Prosperity V Study 

commissioned, led & funded by Durham Arts Council  

for Durham: 

ÅThe Non-Profit Arts & Cultural Sector in Durham 

annual economic impact: 

$154,170,023 total economic activity.   

And supports 5,722 jobs annually. 
 

Durham Arts Council & its audiences  

provided Economic Impact of:  
FY2017 =  $10,078,265 

FY2018 = $10,537,471  

FY2019 = $10,027,892*   

*(FY19 down due to Hurricane Florence cancellation of CenterFest) 
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Renovations for the Arts 
 

Durham Arts Council lead the renovation of the city owned 

Durham Arts Council building into Durhamôs Home for the Arts 

and has managed & programmed the building since 1978. 

 

 

 
. 
 

 

Durham High School ï Durham City Hall ï 

Durham Arts Council. 



DURHAM ARTS COUNCIL  

Durham Arts Council is a Regional 

Powerhouse of Arts Audience! 
Serving the Public and Arts Community in Onsite Programs, Events 
(numbers do not include each organizationôs off-site programming) 
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DAC Facility Continues Service Expansion 
 

 

 
 

 
* Increased building attendance over 103% since 2002 

 
* DAC provides free or deeply discounted space to 60+ arts & cultural 

organizations each year. 
 

ÅMajor events include film festivals, music festivals, theatre and dance 
performances, art exhibitions, conferences, meetings, classes, 

workshops, rehearsals, plus a variety of corporate, civic, family, and 
community events.   

 
 
 
 

 

DACôs PSI 

Theatre was 

booked 211 

days in FY19 

and served 

30,748 guests.  

Increased 

5,367 over 

FY18.  Up 21%  
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Over 95% of DAC Building Utilization is Arts & Cultural 

In FY2019, DAC scheduled and managed 26,127 Hours of Room Use 

FY19 DAC Facility Event Type  

      

Type of Program Events Type 

Artist Services Events or Art Exhibit Events 1169 ARTS 

DAC In-House Reservation - Arts programs, meetings 218 ARTS 

Arts Education Classes 2123 ARTS 

Facility Grantee - Artists & Arts Organizations 109 ARTS 

Season Grantee - Arts Organizations 739 ARTS 

Facility Rental Client - Arts & Cultural 444 ARTS 

Facility Rental Client - Government: City of Durham 4   

Facility Rental Client - Government: Other 0   

Facility Rental Client - Corporate 15   

Facility Rental Client - Private 42   

Facility Rental Client - Community- Public 111   

Facility Rental Client - Community- Private 54   

    ARTS 

Total 5028 4,082 

*Arts and Cultural = 4,802 events; 95% 
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Facility Management Contract  

with City of Durham 
 

Durham Arts Council has managed & programmed the building to create a 

Home for the Arts in Downtown Durham since 1978. 

DAC is grateful for the strong support of the City of Durham and carefully 

stewards this important facility. 

 

 

 
 

ÅDAC raised $5.3 million to renovate 
building in 1988; City and County 

partners in campaign. 
 

ÅCity sponsored major  repairs, 
upgrades & HVAC replacement in 

FY2008 & FY2012. $4.3 million 
 

ÅDAC Fully implemented Cityôs new 
Facility Maintenance Plan FY2014 

 

ÅAdvocating for and managing ongoing 
facility improvements  

 

ÅAnnually expanding usage of the 
building to all sectors of community. 

 

 

 Durham Arts Council ï Founded in 1954 

as Allied Arts.  Became recognized arts 

council and changed name in 1980. 
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Durham Arts Council 

Helps Make Arts Participation Possible & Accessible 

The arts programs of DAC and the arts organizations  it supports  brought arts 
experiences to 1,419,974 people in FY2018. 
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ÅFeatures 140+ juried visual artists from 

across the United States and 70+ 

performing acts on six stages. 

Å33,000 ï 35,000 Visitors in heart of 

downtown Durham at CenterFest! 

Å1st National Ranking ñTop 100 Fine Arts 

Festivals in U.S.ò in 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018 

* Major Sponsorship/Partnership with 

Durham Rotary Club 

 

 

 

DAC Produces Record Breaking CenterFests! 
The longest running street arts festival in North Carolina, and the 

largest arts & cultural festival in Durham.  3rd Weekend in September  

CenterFest  
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Durham Arts Council  

Partners With Artists and  

Downtown Businesses to Produce  

The Largest Walking Artist Tour in the State 
Å8,000 ð 10,000 visitors attend fall 

Art Walk Holiday Market produced 

by DAC. 

*  NEXT ART WALK: March 7-8, 2020 

ÅFeaturing 35 - 40 downtown sites 

and the work of 400 local artists. 

ÅArt Walk is not juried to allow 

artists at all levels to participate. 

ÅIncludes music, entertainment and 

family activities 

Å30+ sponsors 

 

 

http://www.durhamartwalk.com/gallery.php?page=2&image=5
http://www.durhamartwalk.com/gallery.php?page=1&image=0
http://www.durhamartwalk.com/gallery.php?page=2&image=4
http://www.durhamartwalk.com/gallery.php?page=1&image=13
http://www.durhamartwalk.com/gallery.php?page=1&image=11
http://www.durhamartwalk.com/gallery.php?page=2&image=2
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DAC Gallery Exhibitions Showcase 

Diverse Artists and Cultures 

ÅDAC houses 4 professional galleries that 

are open free to the public 7 days a week.  

Plus DAC programs exhibits in the Durham 

Convention Center. 

FY18 DAC mounted 20 exhibitions with 

132 artists showcased.  

FY19 = 18 exhibitions; 140 artists  
43% increase from FY17 

 

ÅòYo Soy El Quixoteó featured 32 Hispanic 

and Latino artists from NC 

ÅòPortraits of Durhamó 2019 featured 65 

diverse local artists 

ÅDAC voted òBest Galleryó in  

Durham Magazine poll 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 

2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019 

 



DURHAM ARTS COUNCIL  

The DAC SCHOOL 
FY19 the School provided 715 classes, workshops, lessons 
and camps each year to 6,999 adults, teens, and children: 

Durham Arts Council provides more than $20,000 in 

scholarships to children and teens each year. 

 



DURHAM ARTS COUNCIL  

Over 2,500 children enroll each year in the DAC School Summer 
Arts Camps, and Intersession Camps designed for rising 
kindergartners to 17 year-olds. 

Fun Cultural Themes each 

summer teach children about 

world cultures & history through 

the arts. 

 

$20,000+ in scholarships 
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Durham Arts Council Life-long Learning Arts 

Classes & Camps have grown 67% since 2014 

ÅDAC offers classes in Visual Arts, Dance, Music, Theatre, Clay, Jewelry, 

Graphic Design, Digital Arts, Photography, Fiber Arts, Mindfulness, and 

more for children and adults of all ages and abilities.    

 

ÅYear Number of  

               Classes Offered # of Students # of Students Hours 

   FY19        715  6999  57,622.00 

ÅFY18        733  6535  52,405.75 

ÅFY17        685  5364  50,534.25 

ÅFY16        649  3848  46,756.5 

ÅFY15        613  4193  50,766.4 

ÅFY14        621  3924  48,776.75 

 

 



DURHAM ARTS COUNCIL  

  

ÅThe CAPS program partners with 

public and private schools. 

Funded by school systems, PTAs, 

corporate and DAC Annual Arts 

Fund donors.  

 

CAPS also serves at-risk youth in 

Title One Schools and Lakeview 

Schools.   Neal School literacy 

program model ñStories Come to 

Lifeò  

ÅFY2018 Launched new programs 

with Senior Centers and Veterans 

Administration, Parks & Rec 

Durham Arts Councilõs CAPS Program  
Core Curriculum Through The Arts for  29,000+ Students in 5 County Region  in     

FY2018, and 27,734 in FY2019.   CAPS service has grown 194% since 2002!      

       

C 
A 
P 
S 

REATIVE 
RTS in 
UBLIC/PRIVATE 
CHOOLS 
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Durham Arts Council 

Provides Jobs and Financial Support  to the 

Arts Sector 
 

ÅIn FY2019 DAC provided  
$1,315,943 in cash funds and $359,070 in facility space to 
local artists, creative sector workers & businesses, & 
arts & cultural organizations.  DACôs direct investment in 
the arts sector has increased 29% over the past 10 years.   

 
ÅIn FY2019 DAC supported and assisted 1,117 artists* and 

402 arts and cultural organizations through programs, 
services, grants, contract fees, teaching income, 
salaries, and art work sales. 
Artists served went down 739 in FY19 due to Hurricane Florence cancellation of CenterFest. 

 



DURHAM ARTS COUNCIL  

DAC Grants Programs provide cash and facility use 
to artists and arts & cultural organizations  
based in or creating their art in Durham.   

 

ÅSince 1984, Durham Arts Council has  

given 1,574 grants to arts organizations 

and artists totaling: 

$4,995,030 in cash grants 

$6,111,698 in facility grants 
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DACõs New òDurham Arts Catalystó Grant Program 
Launched in FY2019.   

Program Designed for Emerging, Start-Up Arts Orgs, and Others Who 
have not been funded in the Season Grant Program 

Å10 applications to this new grant program 

in FY19: 

ÅAwarded $11,000 cash grants to 6 groups 
Audio Under the Stars, Blackspace, Bulldog 

Ensemble Theatre, Duke String School, 

Pleiades Arts, The Monti 

 

 

 

 

 



DURHAM ARTS COUNCIL  

DAC Grant Programs provide cash and facility support to artists and 

arts organizations based in or creating their art in Durham. Cash grants funded 

by DAC Annual Arts Fund individual and corporate donors, the Fletcher Performing Arts Fund, 
plus a North Carolina Arts Council state grant.  Space grants provided through DAC Building. 

FY18 & 19 Organizational Grant Recipients: 

 ÅAfrican American Dance Ensemble 

ÅAmerican Dance Festival 

ÅArt of Cool Jazz Festival 

ÅAudio Under the Stars 

ÅBackbone Press 

ÅBartlett Theatre 

ÅBlackspace 

ÅBulldog Ensemble  Theater 

ÅBUMP the Triangle 

ÅCarlota Santana Spanish Dance 

ÅCarolina Theatre 

ÅCarolina Wren Press/DBA Blair 

ÅChamber Orchestra of the Triangle 

ÅChoral Society of Durham 

ÅCommon Woman Chorus 

ÅDuke University String School 

ÅThe Durham Art Guild  

ÅDurham Ballet Theatre 

ÅDurham Central Park 

ÅDurham Childrenõs Choir 

ÅThe Durham Community Chorale 

ÅDurham Community Concert Band 

ÅDurham Savoyards,Ltd. 

ÅThe Durham Symphony Orchestra 

ÅEmpower Dance Studio 

 

 

 

 

 

ÅEno River Association 

ÅFull Frame Doc. Film Festival 

ÅGaspard and Dancers 

ÅGirls Rock, NC 

Å Indian Classical Music & Dance  Society 

ÅKidZNotes 

ÅMallarme Chamber Players 

ÅManbites Dog Theater Company 

ÅThe Monti 

ÅMuseum of Durham History 

ÅNorth Carolina Arts in Action 

ÅNCCU Jazz  Program 

ÅNorth Carolina Youth Tap Ensemble 

ÅPleiades Arts 

ÅSouthern Documentary Fund 

ÅSt. Josephõs Historic Foundation/Hayti Heritage Center 

ÅThe Scrap Exchange  

ÅTaurya Pratishthan 

ÅThreshold 

ÅTobacco Road 

ÅTriangle Art Works 

ÅTriangle Dance Project 

ÅTriangle Youth Ballet 

ÅWalltown Childrenõs Theatre 

ÅYoung People's Performing Co. 
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ñ 

       The Emerging Artists Grant Program 
Celebrating its 35th Anniversary: 550 Grants Totaling $625,616 
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DAC Emerging Artist 2019 Project: 

Create and update artist promotion 

package 

Stephen, with visual artist David Wilson, 

was recently chosen to create a work of 

public art for Durhamôs Black Wall Street 

Gardens. His work inspires an immediate 

connection with his audience which has 

built demand for exhibiting his work 

nationally and internationally. He 

currently teaches at Duke University. 
 

A highlighted Artist from 2019 DAC Emerging Artists 
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Emerging Artist 2018 Project: 
Producing the lead single, entitled 

ñSeeds,ò from her then-upcoming 

album. 

Rissiôs single ñSeedsò was produced by Grammy Award-winning producer Shannon 

Sanders. For the music video, Palmer teamed up with indie filmmaker Emil Gallardo, 

who shared Palmerôs vision to unite and motivate people to vote. They also wanted the 

film to celebrate human freedom, dignity and unity in the face of oppression.  Gillardo 

discovered ñSeedsò thru the Imagine Then Vote online contest, where the song won an 

award and is currently being used by people to create their own ñget out and voteò 

videos. Please listen/view this powerful music video that has been supported by DAC 

Emerging Artists program:  click here for Seeds   

 
 

 

A highlighted Artist from 2019 DAC Emerging Artists 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xV13ncv15m4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xV13ncv15m4
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Emerging Artist 2019 

Project: Upgrade the 

equipment of her music studio so 

she can be competitive as a 

media composer and film scorer. 

Wendy  recently used this equipment to complete an audio piece, Dix in 

Sound in Situ about the Dorothea Dix Hospital in Raleigh, NC, sponsored 

by Raleigh Arts. The piece was premiered May 31/June 1, 2019 at SEEK 

Raleigh, a temporary public art/performance festival at Dorothea Dix Park 

in Raleigh. 
 

A highlighted Artist from 2019 DAC Emerging Artists 
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ÅDurham Arts Council is preparing for public launch of this new arts platform/directory 

that will showcase Durham artists and arts organizations; encourage networking and 

collaboration.  Supported by the Mary Duke Biddle Foundation. 

 

ÅUtilizing national model platform ARTSOPOLIS to develop and host the site. Used by 

communities/organizations nationwide to raise public awareness and participation in 

arts and cultural experiences. 

DurhamArtsNetwork  

Beta Site: http://wpdev33.artsopolis.com  
 

http://wpdev33.artsopolis.com/


SmART DURHAM 
Durham is 1 of 8 pilot communities for the North Carolina SmART Program.  

The Durham Arts Council is leading The Durham SmART Initiative - Focused on 

creating an arts and entertainment corridor along Blackwell/Corcoran/Foster Streets 

to: 

Å Improve walkability and connectivity ï for all residents and visitors 

Å Maintain and showcase Durhamôs unique character and assets as corridor  

changes dramatically. 

Å Increase spending in arts venues, hotels, restaurants, shops and bars. 

Å Encourage private developers to invest in public art and artscape plan. 



�ƒ SmART community design process, led by 

the Durham Arts Council and the North 

Carolina Arts Council included 26 partner 

organizations and over 200 residents.  

 

�ƒ The SmART Vision Plan connects 3 distinct 

districts along Blackwell, Corcoran and 

Foster Streets:  

Zone A - American Tobacco district 

Zone B - City Center district 

Zone C ï Durham Central Park district.  


